A   HISTORY   OF    MEDICINE
Merton College, Oxford, and whose book bears the curious title,
Rosa Anglica. He treated his father for salivary calculus, and this
is how he describes the case : " I saw a stone in my father's
mouth under the tongue, the length of half a little finger, which
I now carry about with me and exhibit in the schools. I extracted
it with a fine knife, though at first I thought it was an inflamma-
tion. It was generated from milk foods, of which my father was
very fond,, and which had congealed by the heat of his choleric
temperament." 1 John acquired a fashionable practice, and
treated the son of Edward II for smallpox by wrapping him in
a red cloth, and by having all the bed hangings and window
curtains of red colour. Thus he cured him, without any vestiges
of scarring. Freind 2 writes of John of Gaddesden : u Nothing
came amiss to him. He could dissolve the Stone, draw out the
humour of Gout with an ointment, conquer Epileptic fits with
a necklace, and cure a Palsy with Aqua Vitae." Nevertheless, the
Rosa Anglica 3 contains little that is new, and Guy de Chauliac,
to whom we shall shortly refer, said that there had been sent to
him " a foolish English rose which contained no sweetness but
only a few old fables."
It is believed that Chaucer, who was a contemporary of John
of Gaddesden, depicted him as the " Doctor of Physick " in The
Canterbury Tales. The picture shows his reliance on astrology
and on the pathology of " humours."
Well coude he gesse the ascending of the star
Wherein his patientes fortunes settled were.
He knew the course of every maladye,
Were it of cold or hete or moyst or drye,
And where they engendered, and of what humour,
He was a very parfit practisour.
BERNARD DE GORDON (c. 1285), another student or teacher of
Montpellier, contributed to the garden of medicine by writing
the Lilium Meclicinae, which still exists in rare manuscript form.
It contains the first description of a truss and the first mention
of spectacles. Some historians have presumed, on account of his
name, that Bernard was a Scot, but it is now generally believed
that he was a native of the French town of Gourdon,4
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